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Texas AFT Tells State Board to Listen to Teachers on New English/Reading Standards
 

A faction of the State Board of Education tried today to toss out several years' worth of work by Texas teachers on new curriculum standards for English language arts and reading, but they didn't quite get it done.  Texas AFT legislative counsel Patty Quinzi joined teachers from around the state in testifying against the proposed switch by SBOE to an alternative draft that would have micro-managed the choice of classroom reading materials and teaching techniques and contained many outdated provisions.  

 

Texas AFT's Quinzi told SBOE members they should not discard the work product of the teams of professionals who have produced a draft of new standards as required by the legislature.  Quinzi noted that the alternative language, proposed by ex-teacher and right-wing activist Donna Garner, had been recycled from a version rejected by the board and commissioner of education ten years ago, yet the current SBOE would be adopting it at the last minute in the new standards-development process without meaningful time for review and comment.  "If it wasn't good for Texas then, why is it good for Texas now?" Quinzi asked.  Voting no on this alternative, Quinzi said, "would send a message to educators that you respect their profession, their experience, and their professional opinion."  Quinzi, an attorney, drew cheers from teachers in the audience when she noted that you would never see such an end-run around the proper procedure for developing professional standards in the legal profession, with one individual who no longer practices law coming before the State Bar of Texas with a substitute set of professional rules and claiming to know better than practicing professionals how they should do their job.

 

After spirited debate, with board member Mary Helen Berlanga, Democrat of Corpus Christi, leading opposition to the adoption of the alternative language, SBOE members did not ultimately replace the working draft with the proposed alternative.  Berlanga and others also blocked an attempt to have a board subcommittee consider the working draft and the proposed substitute on an equal footing as further revisions are considered.  However, a final "compromise" of sorts called for the board to continue working on the basis of the properly developed working draft, but also to have a subcommittee consider other input, including the Garner alternative.  (Board members Berlanga, Rick Agosto of San Antonio, and Rene Nunez of El Paso, all Democrats, opposed that option, too, but were outvoted 12 to three.)  The next steps will be SBOE consideration of the subcommittee's revisions in March, followed by final adoption in May.  

 

We'll see if the board majority uses this process to achieve indirectly what it could not accomplish directly today.  But at least the subcommittee named today includes an equal number of supporters and foes of the alternative proposal, and the professional community will have more time to examine the options being considered and suggest sensible changes in the working draft of the standards.  Teachers and their advocates who came out in force at SBOE today deserve credit for mounting effective opposition to a bad policy move affecting their profession.

