ATPE LAN Update 2-14-08 Dispute over ELAR TEKS revision temporarily
resolved a dispute over revision of the English and Language Arts TEKS was seemingly resolved by the State Board of Education (SBOE) yesterday. The dispute arose after board chairman Don McElroy and other board members attempted to replace revised standards submitted by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) with standards that were rejected by the state more than ten years ago.

The standards submitted by TEA were developed by curriculum revision
teams that included educators and experts. The teams spent more than two years and thousands of taxpayer dollars developing the standards. The alternative proposal was developed by a retired English teacher and was rejected in 1997 because it was too rigid and reflected a political
agenda. The last-minute attempt to replace the TEA revisions with the
alternative revisions sparked controversy among board members and
activist groups who believed the move was an attempt to hijack the
process away from educators and further an extremist political agenda.

ATPE was also disturbed by the move to exclude educator input by
rejecting the work of revision teams. Replacing the standards would also have been a move toward a prescribed curriculum, which would violate teachers’ freedom to teach and local school district control over instructional methods.

The controversy resulted in SBOE adopting a motion that postponed the
vote on the standards. A subcommittee of the board will review the TEA
revisions and consider input from various sources, including the
alternative revisions, before submitting a final proposal at the board’s next meeting in March.

ATPE will continue to follow the TEKS revision process very carefully
and will work to ensure that the final proposal includes educator input
and reflects ATPE’s priorities for the new ELAR TEKS.

For more information, contact ATPE Governmental Relations.

If you have any questions, please contact ATPE Governmental Relations at (800) 777-ATPE or e-mail us at government@atpe.org
<mailto:government@atpe.org>.

Go to:
<http://capwiz.com/atpe/state/main/?state=TX>

Ask your colleagues to sign up for the ATPE Legislative Alert Network
<http://www.atpe.org/Advocacy/LAN/lansignup.asp>
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