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Input on the Revisions of the English Language Arts Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills

Good morning!  My name is Julie Schweers.  I stand before you as a Texas teacher, and the wife of a Texas teacher.  I stand before you as the daughter-in-law of two retired Texas teachers, and the sister-in-law of a Texas teacher.  I stand before you as the friend and colleague of hundreds of Texas teachers.  But most importantly I stand before you as a parent of two school-age children, Tyler and Hope.  
Tyler will graduate from high school in June, and he is the product of a school system guided by the existing TEKS.  He will enter college fully prepared to tackle the challenges of rigorous course work because he has not only been taught reading, writing and arithmetic; he has been taught how to think critically.  My husband and I are confident that Tyler will be successful because over the last thirteen years he has been exposed to a curriculum that values the scaffolding of complex ideas and the recursive nature of writing.  He has been taught how to problem-solve, and not just come up with the right answer.  He has been taught the process and that how to get there is just as important as getting there.  He has been taught that no matter what is presented to him, he can break it down and think it through.  He has been taught the value of choice.  As a result of his education, he will find it easier to fit into a world that changes as we blink.  

During one of our several conversations about his future, Tyler told me, “I want to be a teacher.  I want to make a difference like you do.  Like Dad does.  Like Mimi Jo and PoPo did.”  Obviously, I was elated.  However, I now fear for his future as a teacher in this state.  If he will be constrained by the substituted amendment up for consideration, he will not be able to teach the way he was taught.  Instead of showing his students the value of the process, he will be limited by a document that purports teaching skills in isolation.  His students will not learn to write with unique style and voice because they will have to “practice word economy by reducing clauses to phrases and phrases to words whenever possible to avoid verbosity” (86, 95) and they will have to position their thesis sentence last in the introductory paragraph (78, 86).  He will also have to teach formulaic writing (58, 77, 92, 93, 102).  His students will not be able to experiment with vocabulary because they will have to “identify the spelling/meanings of at least 50 pairs of homophones” (71, 80, 87, 105) and “spell and use words regularly and correctly from professional lists prepared for grade level” (80).  His students will not have the luxury of choice because the substituted amendment dictates exactly what is taught.  Do I share my fear with him and smother his dream?
My Hope is also at stake.  She is ten years old, and she loves school.  She is a veracious reader and she is constantly working on her next book.  What will happen to her passion for learning if the substituted amendment is accepted?  According to the document, she will no longer be able to give her personal opinions, feelings, or beliefs when writing about famous people (47, 48).  Her prewriting will be stifled because the supportive details will have to be in logical and coherent order (33, 47, 48, 56, 57).  Her enthusiasm for reading will be curtailed because her independent reading will be dictated by accepted fiction/non-fiction lists (45, 54, 67, 75, 83).  She will be so inhibited by the box; she won’t be able to function outside of it, much less think outside of it.  While my Hope may flourish despite her experience in school, I don’t want to take a chance.  I want her to revel in the joys of learning so she can be just as prepared for the world as her brother.  I don’t want my Hope to dwindle.

It is my hope that you accept the revised TEKS with the suggested minor changes so that Tyler’s dream becomes a reality and Hope’s future remains in tact.  And one day I might hear my grandchildren say, “I want to be a teacher!”
Thank you for your time.
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