Good morning.  
My name is Veronica Hunt. I have been an English teacher at the high school level for nine years, and I have grave concerns about the proposed revisions to the ELA Essential Knowledge and Skills.

While adopting the 4x4 curriculum for high school students, the state has aimed to bolster the readiness of students for post-secondary life.  While this is laudable, unrealistic expectations have triumphed over reason and at the expense of elective courses.  As elective courses become a luxury, English teachers are expected to be the catch-all for all of the skills remotely associated with language and to repeat the same instruction, year after year.    
Under the revised TEKS, the content of English Language Arts class must now include material already being offered in courses such as Creative Writing, Journalism, Speech and Debate, and Media Production, as well as the traditional content areas of Logic and Rhetoric, Grammar, Vocabulary, Fiction, Prose, Poetry, and Drama.

We are expected to require of students (in one year of instruction) analysis of multiple well-known speeches; multiple presentations of student speeches; creation of multimedia productions such as documentaries; critical responses to classmates’ presentations; demonstration of  thorough multi-media and publishing skills; persuasive speaking and writing; argumentative and analytical essay writing; literary interpretations and critical analysis; the composition of multiple narratives including well-developed themes, characters, and conflicts; and composition of multiple poems, not to mention a full-scale research project.   We are also being asked to require that these students produce each of these products through a process that requires pre-writing, drafting, editing, revising, and publication, with emphasis on content, format, and aesthetics. Yes, the list is mind-numbing.  It would take three or four weeks, at a minimum, to cover just one of these dozen or so expectations.  Where is the time to read the literature?
Of course, these skills are important, but asking each teacher to cover the same breadth of content at each level is akin to requiring all Science teachers to have their students master the content - within the course of one year - from the areas of Astronomy, Geology, Chemistry, Physics, and Biology, while requiring extensive lab work and evaluation year after year.

I have included for your information a list of the content and student products expected in just the Senior Level.  Please take some time to review this and put yourself in the position of having to teach this and teach it well over the course of one-hundred seventy seven days of school, not taking into account days lost to testing, fire drills, and other events which remove students from class.  
Then put yourself in the place of your sons and daughters, expected to generate all of these products in any given school year, along with satisfying the requirements of the other core subjects.
We can have depth, or we can have breadth – not both.  The T-E-A’s emphasis on writing has always been to ask students to go “narrow and deep”.  It is unrealistic and counter-productive to then ask teachers to go “shallow and wide” and ask students to master this amount of material in any meaningful way.
Thank you.
