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My name is Alana Morris and for the third time in just over a year, I am standing here representing   Aldine ISD.  This past Christmas my parents gave me a GPS-Global Positioning System for my car.  It is a rather amazing device.  Just plug in a destination, and it guides you there with accuracy.  The problem I have quickly discovered with this new gift is that sometimes it takes me in a completely irrational direction.  If I had no idea of the general direction in which I was supposed to be traveling, the trip could easily become frustrating.

I feel that this three-year TEKS revision process has been a long journey with a bad GPS.  Without a clear, organized vision for where we needed to go and how to get there from the start, it seems we have meandered in irrational directions.  It is time to choose the “Home” function and take the ramp toward logic.

For three years, those of us on the workgroup have committed hundreds of hours to completing the charge of this board, basically following GPS directions.  We showed up at every meeting requested in Austin, we attended every TETN scheduled by TEA staff, we spent hundreds of hours aligning concepts and looking for and removing gaps from the documents.  


In November when this board granted the bid for facilitating the completion of the ELA curriculum to Standards Work, many of us had reservations about the direction the document would go.  However, we again answered the charge.  We pored over the documents sent by Standards Work during our Christmas break, we again traveled to Austin, and we spent additional hours noting gaps, misalignments, and other concerns.  Yet for at least the third time along this journey, the process rather than the product became problematic.  The final review of these standards came in two different shifts.  One set was due before the second had arrived, making it impossible to note alignment problems.  One more critical step was required in the Standards Work process.  A team needed to carefully explore the final version for overarching problems that spanned across strands and across grade levels.


The directions my GPS provides are not always the best.  I love the device’s attitude, however, when I choose to go a different path.  It simply announces that it is “recalculating” and carries on with the same positive tone.  As workgroup members, as professional organizations, and as ELA teachers across the state, we recalculated our course.  Once the document was placed in a K-12 aligned chart, numerous hours were spent exploring overarching concerns.  While the Coalition Review of Revised TEKS seem extensive, the comments represent over eighty pages of standards carefully reviewed.  We feel the problems can be addressed and corrected with minimal time and effort.

While some would have Texas consider an alternative curriculum, the problems represented in that document would be like following a misguided GPS that insists we take a U-Turn and go south when the logical direction is north.  It is not logical to discount the hundreds of hours that Texas teachers have put into the nationally aligned literacy standards.   It is not logical to waste $85,000 of tax payer money.   It is certainly not logical to expect the art and science of teaching to step fifty years into the past. 

Sometimes when the proper direction is apparent, I simple turn the GPS off.  The misguided voice is more a distraction than meaningful guidance.  We urge this board to use a logical sense of direction and commit to making the changes to the Standards Work document that would move this process toward a rational final destination.
