
Thank you for accepting my testimony on the important matter of the Revision of the ELA TEKS.  I am Mary Stockton speaking as a member of Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts.   During my 34 years in Texas public school education, I taught English and history for 15 years and spent the remaining 19 years teaching and working with teachers.   [The Standard Work revisions make many sound improvements.]   These TEKS, however, present problems regarding the time needed to teach the Listening and Speaking strand in grades 6 through 12.


Listening and speaking provide valuable support for reading and writing if this strand concentrates on small group work and drops the requirement of speeches to the class. The requirements for working constructively with others in groups are both appropriate and clearly explained.   Used in this manner, speaking and listening support the development of reading and writing.   It is unwise, however, to embed an entire speech course in the required English class.  The alternative document is even more seriously flawed in omitting listening and speaking at the middle school and high school levels.  These skills are needed in order to support the development of reading and writing and so omitting them completely at middle school and high school is damaging.   


End of course exams will flow from the requirements in the revised TEKS.  This fact makes the speaking and listening strand eligible for state testing. In short, this strand needs to focus on applying small group communication.  This focus results in the efficient use of time to develop all language arts skills, without the complication of additional state testing.

 
However, formal speeches should be required in speech class.   The detailed requirements for speeches belong in these classes. Seventh and eighth grades contain a speech elective. Communication Applications is the required speech class for high school graduation.   Speech classes are appropriate for the massive amount of time and attention necessary to teach public speaking skills.   


For example Grade 6, (b) 1 (D) requires: “relate a speaker’s verbal communication (e.g., word choice, tone) and meaning to the nonverbal cues used during the presentation (e.g., posture, gestures)” This very complex expectation is only taught at sixth grade.   However, the issues involved require hours of training and supervised practice.   These hours are not available in a class that is also requires teachers to have students master many reading, writing and media literacy skills.   


Grade 8 has another very difficult and time- consuming requirement under (A) “present persuasive speeches that use anecdotes, analogies, and/or illustrations to advocate a position, and nonverbal and verbal delivery strategies to communicate meaning and purpose.”   By the time the teachers have taught persuasive strategies, they do not have time to teach nonverbal and verbal delivery strategies.   These skills are better taught in a speech course, which students may choose to take.   

              At the high school level, the time and complexity issues are even more impossible.   At that level there is the expectation that students will “integrate audience feedback into evaluations of the effectiveness and design of a speech” and “use peer critiques to improve both the content and delivery of a speech”    Appropriate audience feedback has to be taught.  Designing and using peer critiques has to be taught.  This time is in addition to the time that students must spend delivering their speeches.   If only three minutes is allotted to speech delivery and one minute for feedback or critique, a classroom of 30 students requires at least 2 solid hours of presentation time.  That time excludes the hours spent teaching the peer critique skills.  All of this time must come at the expense of the more fundamental responsibility of the English class to address reading and writing.
