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We are hopeful that you can work out a solution to allow more time for review and comment on any alternative language. If the board goes forward with this alternative, then it will be replacing two years of hard work and the professional opinions of the real experts with the opinion of one person--someone who isn't even a currently practicing educator. This action not only would degrade the profession, it also would demoralize the professionals who work every day in the classroom and especially those who worked so hard on these standards for two years. 

The proposed alternative document was rejected 10 years ago.  If it wasn't good for Texas then, why is it good for Texas now? Aren't we trying to be on the cutting edge of education, to lead the nation and the world? If so, then let's listen to the real experts who are in the classroom every day. Voting no on this motion will send a message to educators that you respect their profession, their experience, and their professional opinion.

I think it is worth noting that you would never see this kind of process in any other profession. As an attorney, I can't imagine the State Bar would allow a non-practicing attorney to march up to the State Bar doors with a new set of professional rules claiming to know better than practicing professionals.
