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Proposed Revisions to 19 TAC Chapter 110, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language Arts and Reading, Subchapter A, Elementary, Subchapter B, Middle School, and Subchapter C, High School  (First Reading and Filing Authorization)

Good morning, members of the board, I thank you for this opportunity to address you regarding the proposed amendments to the TEKS for language arts and reading. 


I teach sixth and seventh graders and serve as English Department Coordinator. This is my twenty-sixth year of teaching having taught my entire career in middle schools in the Houston area and currently in Northside Independent School District. I spoke at your November meeting and feel it’s important that I again express to you my feelings about the current proposal before the board.


The road to these revisions has been an arduous one, one that has seen many turns and twists. As this journey approaches the culmination of years of diligent and honest work by teachers across this state, I ask you to stay the course and see this process through completion. Be wary of those who wish to distort the work done thus far; be wary of those who call for a new direction at this late date. 


Hard work has been done by teachers and professional organizations representing teachers from kindergarten through college across this state; teachers continue to review the document and suggest changes. Listen to those who are in the classroom everyday. Listen to those who represent my voice and those of teachers in my building who could not be here today. We trust our district specialists, and we trust organizations like the Coalition of English Language Arts and Reading Professionals to make decisions based on sound pedagogy for our students. Listen to them. 

We trust these individuals and organizations to represent us, myself and the scores of these teachers are not here today because they fear taking even one day away from their students especially as TAKS ELA tests approach. Don’t take their absence as a sign that they are not interested. We are interested. More importantly, besides trusting our supervisors, and professional organizations, we trust you to make the right choices for our students. Please don’t turn a deaf ear to our students’ needs. As the National Commission on Writing stated in 2006, “Writing is crucial to literacy development from the earliest grades and belongs ‘squarely in the center of the school agenda’” 

The decisions you make are far reaching. They will affect not only English students and teachers but also teachers and students in all areas of learning. Make the right choices, and implement the many recommendations for this document proposed by organizations that represent me and other teachers.    

Respectfully submitted,

Richard A. Hillis

English Teacher and Department Coordinator

William P. Hobby Middle School

Northside Independent School District

San Antonio, Texas

