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Item: Proposed Revisions to 19 TAC Chapter 110, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language Arts and Reading, Subchapter A, Elementary, Subchapter B, Middle School, and Subchapter C, High School (First Reading and Filing Authorization)

Members of the Board, I represent the Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts.  Our members include teachers from the pre-kindergarten through university levels.  TCTELA would first like to acknowledge the work of our colleagues who worked untiringly to draft, revise, and refine the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language Arts and Reading.  We also commend StandardsWork for facilitating the work to put the standards in the format that see before you today.
As you have heard others comment, however, there is still some tweaking and refining that needs to be done to guarantee that Texas has a set of standards that will ensure a quality education for all our students.  The revised standards were released to professional organizations the weekend that TCTELA convened for our annual convention.  As a consequence, many of our members met during the convention to quickly review the document.  Knowing that the final document would chart the course of English language arts and reading instruction, TCTELA members worked that weekend to draft a resolution petitioning the Board to align the TEKS to the Standards for the English Language Arts written by the International Reading Association (IRA) and the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).   In writing these standards, IRA and NCTE state:

Our shared purpose is to ensure that all students are knowledgeable 

and proficient users of language so they may succeed in school, participate 

in our democracy as informed citizens, find challenging and rewarding work, 

appreciate and contribute to our culture, and pursue their own goals and interests 

as independent learners throughout their lives.  (NCTE website)
I ask you, “Do we not want the same for Texas students?”
StandardsWork has “benchmarked” the TEKS to other standards including the American Diploma Project, Indiana, and Washington.  Yet it has not done the same with the standards that guide the work of English language arts and reading teachers across the nation.  Such alignment should be a part of the tweaking and refining that will take place to bring a quality final draft to completion.   We are not talking about a lengthy delay.  We are asking for a focused final review that would ensure a set of standards that would, in the words of the IRA and NCTE standards, prepare students for the literacy demands of today and tomorrow, present a shared vision of literacy education, and promote equity and excellence for all.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Georgia A. Edwards

Past-president
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