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My name is Carolyn Denny, and I am an instructional specialist for elementary reading and language arts and a professionally certified reading specialist. While I registered to speak today on behalf of the Alamo Reading Council, I feel that I speak for every Texas student.  

I acknowledge and support the work of teachers and other educators who served on review committees, investing hours in the revision process.  I also acknowledge the work of the facilitator, StandardsWork, in coordinating the completion of the revision process to produce a document that reflects the input of Texas teachers.  Nevertheless, our work is not done.  Today, I offer one example of the need to continue the work of refining elements of the reading as well as listening and speaking strands— the student expectation for summarization.
No Child Left Behind’s definition of reading as a complex system of deriving meaning from print makes it clear that comprehension is not a product, but an integral part of the act of reading.  Furthermore, the Report of the National Reading Panel describes readers as engaged in deriving meaning from text through intentional, problem-solving thinking processes.  Even as early readers engage with print at the lowest levels, they are simultaneously processing print, applying what they know about how sentences are put together, and thinking about the meaning of the text.  Readers apply the same cognitive strategies at every level, but to successively more demanding levels of text.  
That leads me to ask the question, why does summarization not appear in the TEKS document until third grade, the same year it is assessed on the state accountability test?  As early as kindergarten, students can be taught to tell a summary of text after reading.  Listening and Speaking Standard 2 does include “retell stories with attention to sequence,” but retelling is the precursor to summarization.  First grade includes “retell stories by answering who, what, where, when, how, and why questions about a literary selection heard or read” which confuses retelling with summarization.  Second grade only includes retelling of a spoken message.  The TEKS document must be revised to correct alignment of this critical comprehension strategy across grade levels.

While there are still some things that need to be remedied in this document, it is near completion.  I believe that the changes this document needs will not take much time to complete but will make a significant difference in the education of our children.
