My name is Pat Jacoby. I teach Texas teachers and I am a member of the TEKS Revision Workgroup. I regret that, due in part to time constraints, our product is not what it should be. 

My two and one-half year participation covered three phases of TEKS modification as directed by the Board. First, we made simple revisions to the current TEKS at a one-day meeting. Second, we made major revisions during a three-day meeting followed by several TETN sessions and email exchanges. Third, we revised StandardsWork drafts in a one-day meeting and more email exchanges.

In my view, the TETN sessions were the most valuable, wherein we addressed all thirteen grades in a K-12 alignment, resulting in the most effective and thorough examination of skills to be covered in the documents. 

Unlike the writing of the current TEKS, research documents such as NAEP, national standards, and college readiness standards were not made available for all members to peruse and thereby stimulate a richer discussion. I downloaded these documents and provided copies for my workgroup. The one-day meeting with StandardsWork was so rushed, we had to choose whether to review the reading or writing strands. Since these two groups were not able to cross check each other, inconsistencies between the strands were unavoidable. Many times draft reviews were required be returned within 24 hours.

It was surprising to find that StandardsWork's first draft did not resemble content or format of the latest TEA Workgroup product. Nor did it cover comprehension, which we could only partly rectify by requesting that our standards include reading processes to address multi-genre reading. When I asked Barbara Davidson of StandardsWork for a K-12 alignment, she refused, stating that it was easier to work with four grade levels at a time. 

Texas teachers deserve quality learning standards. Without a 13-grade alignment, the Texas Register document derived from the final StandardsWork product lacks crucial coverage of progression across—and even within—grades. Gaps in the standards can result in gaps in learning. Teachers must have a clear understanding of student expectations from the grade level before and the grade level after the current year. The current Texas Register document contains incomplete, inaccurate and inappropriate content. Districts will need clearer guidance for developing students’ reading, writing and thinking skills. 

I offer my continued support to the Board. Please delay approval of this draft; let the Workgroup and state professional ELA/R organizations fulfill the mandate to produce a complete, high-quality TEKS document.
