I am Dr. Joyce Armstrong Carroll. Next year I will have been 50 years in the teaching profession—on all levels primary through graduate school—in at least four states in these great United States.  I have two doctorates, one earned at Rutgers University and one honorary, awarded to me by Georgian Court University for my “mark on the world of education and in so doing influenced the future for good.”  I have also received the TCTELA lifetime achievement award; so I am no stranger to rigor, content enrichment, objectivity, assessment, and preparing students for higher education.  Additionally, since Dr. Janet Emig, who served as chair for the national standards, was and continues to be my mentor, I am intimately familiar with the writing, rigor, and alignment of the national standards. My credibility thus established, I want to go on record as a teacher advocate, one who supports the arduous work and collective research, consensus, and experience of the teacher-driven revisions to 19 TAC Chapter 110, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language Arts and Reading, and for not supporting the TIER Substitute Amendment 2.13.08.  Texas teachers are among the most dedicated, hard-working professionals I know. Their work on the revisions of the TEKS did not reflect a political agenda, a religious agenda, a social agenda, or personal agendas.  Their work was done solely for the benefit of the children enrolled in Texas public schools and to dismiss that hard work is unconscionable. 

