I am Edward Wilson representing Abydos Learning. 

The proposed alternative document at best hides behind a rhetoric of educational buzz words like “rigor,” “standards,” and “measurable.” But it has the potential of hurting Texas’ minority students, leaving them unprepared for the world of tomorrow.

For example: in the alternative document at grade three it states and requires:

	The student is expected to write:

	(A)  ONE-PARAGRAPH NARRATIVE  -- Literary Theme Tied to Composition: King Arthur and the knights [sic]of the Round Table


First and most importantly, if the board would make such a request, I could parade hundreds of Texas first graders who right now under the current TEKS are capable of writing multi-paragraphed, multi-paged narratives on a host of topics.  With the revisions completed by Texas teachers and the board’s hired facilitator, Standards Work, that expectation and success should be ensured to continue.

But if the board adopts or merges the alternative document, then the 52% of Texas third graders who are minorities would not even be producing what current first graders of all races can produce today.

Second, there is no defense for the use of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table as age appropriate literature for third graders. Do we really want to use a piece of literature that has as its core conflict the adulterous affair of Guinevere with Sir Lancelot?  Who among us would endorse a document which requires literary theme tied to a composition that has as the origin of the antagonist, King Arthur’s son, Mordred, the result of the incestuous affair with Arthur’s sister, Morgan la Fay? Nor is Arthur’s own origin age appropriate for third graders--when Merlin disguises Uther to seduce Igraine so that Arthur can be sired. For this, for anyone who has studied medieval literature, are the stories of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table; they are replete with violence and sex.

The alternative document has elements that would harm Texas school children.

As one of the unsuccessful bidders for the TEKS facilitator,  as a Texas business man, and as an employer of the products of Texas schools, I find it fiscally irresponsible that after the board authorized, selected and hired such for $85,000.00, the board would so easily waste taxpayer’s money by allowing the alternative document to even be considered. Standards Work and Texas teachers should be allowed to continue their work without the distraction of merging a document that does not come from Texas teachers.

