 
Members of the Board, I am Cathy D’Entremont. This is my thirty-second year in education. I have taught every grade from 6-12. I spent 27 years as a classroom teacher mostly in the Klein Independent School District, and for the last 5 years I have worked with teachers as an instructional specialist in Spring Branch ISD. I am a proud member of NCTELA, TCTELA, CREST and I am the past president of North Harris County Teachers of English.

 
Like many of my colleagues here, I have devoted my life’s work to the school children of this state, and it is with great pride that I have participated in the process of the TEKS revision. I think we can all safely say that creation is a messy process. Creating this document has indeed been messy, at times contentious, and sometimes confusing. Many of us have given literally hundreds of hours of our own time without compensation to attempt to make this document the very best it can be. We have met in kitchens and coffee shops, classrooms and boardrooms. We have sacrificed time away from our families, our homes and our other obligations. We have asked for nothing except to have you listen to us and understand how passionately our profession matters to us. We are the experts and we deserve to be listened to. It should be clear to everyone in this room and to educators across the state that the English Language Arts teachers of Texas care deeply about the education of the state’s children and recognize the significance of this document. As professionals we have rallied through our organizations and our affiliations to seek input, provide opportunity for feedback and to offer insight based on literally hundreds of years of cumulative experience.

  
The Standard Works document is not a perfect document. It needs significant revisions. These revisions are possible and quite doable. The board has been provided with a workable set of revisions supported by the Coalition of English Language Arts Professionals Organizations.  I urge you to accept this document and to demand that necessary revisions be made to reflect the changes our coalition has offered. The Standards Works document reflects much current research and has the essential components to prepare students to be successful thinkers, doers and creators for the twenty first century. It reflects an understanding of our diversity and of the necessary skills for success our students will need to be the leaders of the future.

    In the same vein, I ask that you reject outright alternative revised documents which do not reflect current research, offer ineffective isolated instruction, antiquated reading lists, kill and drill methodologies, and offer little or no opportunities for technology or critical thinking. This document would be a huge detriment to the teachers and students of Texas. Even considering such a document would be an insult to the cadre of professionals who have invested so much time and effort into this process.

    Thank you for your time and all that you do for the school children of Texas.

