Dr. McElroy and Fellow Board Members  -

I am Judy Gasser, a 40+ year teacher in Texas.  Thank you so much for letting me chat with you again about the importance of the ELA curriculum for Texas students which are our future.  “You all” gave Standards Work and the Workgroup a major task and they commenced their work with noble effort I know.  There are several items in the proposed document to appear in the Texas Register that I feel might need clarification and refining to raise this document to your high expectations.    

Let me begin by commending the Workgroup for their work on the Literary and Informational Text Strands.  These two areas are at the cutting edge of the research in comprehension that we have conducted over the past decade. They are of key importance for Texas readers and writers to experience success and score well on the NAEP exam.  Right now I am going to talk from the legal size pages provided to you by the professional organizations entitled Reading starting on about page 13.  Many of the concepts, skills, and strategies to be covered on these pages are accurate and well stated.  However, there are areas that need refinement and correction.  Setting and theme are not well aligned across the grades and need to be adjusted.  Biography is placed in a questionable location in the midst of literary text.  I would expect also to see an increase in higher level thinking skills such as to integrate, interpret, critique, and evaluate related to these important literary thinking processes.

For our richly diverse state, the section on Historical and Cultural Context is extremely limited.  This section needs to include a more elaborate development of the vast resources that are available to us as we view multiple cultures and move into an understanding of intercultural understanding fit for the 21st Century.  

Many of these same criticisms could also be applied to the Informational Text section beginning on page 18. The alignment from grade level to grade level needs to be more developmentally defined with the rigor of expectations increased.  Our current TAKS test requires higher standards for informational reading in various sections.  

Nevertheless with these comments, I find these two sections a strong beginning that simply needs some intense editing by knowledgeable English Language Arts teachers.  In scanning the Substitute Amendment I see nothing that compares to the current quality of these two sections.  Be assured having spent over 20 years in curriculum writing the refining of language, vertical alignment, and appropriate levels of rigor are common revisions that take multiple sweeps to get right.  Even when the curriculum is put in place, there is often a need for refining at the district level to meet the needs of unique contexts.  I encourage you to have several well-qualified Texas English Language Arts educators edit these sections for the Texas Register posting.              

